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TRiO Coming to an End
Fighting for a Family

 become college ready. If the pro-
gram gets cut, then it will ruin a lot 
of futures. It is up to congress and 
what they believe is right. Many 
students have reached out to their 
representatives but to no prevail, 
their voices have not been heard. On 
March 22nd, fellow TRiO represen-
tatives, Patricia Hernandez, Regan 
Arevalos, Daffney Bell, and Gilbert 
Morales, will go to Washington to 
make congress hear their voices and 
show them that so many lives have 
changed because of TRiO. These 
programs not only help students be-
come college ready, but they help 
students find a family within Up-
ward Bound and TRiO. Together, 
the incredible advisors and teach-
ers have help students with many

Reported By Sky Bela
     For over fifty years Upward 
Bound and other TRiO programs 
have helped students from low-in-
come families and have helped build 
a future for many students. Within 
Upward Bound and TRiO, low in-
come students are helped with test 
prep, financial aid, college applica-
tions, and everything that deals with 
college life. But sadly this program 
may not be here very much longer.
     Upward Bound and TRiO pro-
grams are a federal program that is 
run solely on tax payers and their 
contribution. Since it is a federal 
program, there is a grant that must 
be renewed every five years to keep 
it going and this year it may not. 
With the new presidential cabinet, 
and the new Secretary of Education, 
federal programs that help low in-
come students might not continue.
People believe that Upward Bound 
and other TRiO programs are “un-
fair” and a complete waste of mon-
ey because it only helps a certain 
group of students. The reason these 
programs began was to help the stu-
dents nobody else would pay atten-
tion to; the program was established 
to help build a future for students 
who have a hard time doing so.
     Each year Upward Bound and 
other TRiO programs help over 
seven hundred thousand students

things outside of academics. End-
ing the programs will not only hurt 
people academically, but as well 
as emotionally. Students in TRiO 
and Upward Bound are a family.
   However, TRiO representatives 
and students are not the only ones 
that can help persuade congress- 
you can as well. Maybe you do not 
care about these programs because 
they have not helped you, but think 
about the thousands of students they 
do help. The future is college ready 
students and with Upward Bound 
and TRiO, the future is ready and 
they are coming. Help fight for 
TRiO because it works. Help fight 
for TRiO because it is a family that 
just wants to be heard. Help fight for 
a program that helps build the future.



From T-Ball to 
Varsity

Reported By Melivia Mujica

   Anyone at school will know these 
kids for their athleticism. All three 
students are involved in sports here 
at our school. Can’t guess? Well, 
these three students are Destiny 
Hilliary, Ivan Sanford and Ilana 
(Lani) Sanford. Lani and Ivan are 
brother and sister with Destiny be-
ing their cousin. From the picture 
above, you can tell that they have 
been playing sports together for a 
very long time. For as long as Ivan 
can remember, he’s been playing 
outside with his sister, or messing 
around with a baseball. When their 
grandmother noticed their interest 
in sports, she put the two siblings 
in t-ball and that is when it all start-
ed. Ivan became the most athletic in 
his family, with Lani close behind. 
As they got older, they showed a 
bigger interest in other sports and 
expanded their range of clubs. 

 at home is great and he is always 
giving us pointers,” said Lani. Des-
tiny is the youngest out of the three 
and has always felt like she had to 
work twice as hard. “They were ei-
ther out on the court or the field and 
that's exactly where I wanted to be,” 
said Destiny. A strong bond with 
your family is important to have. 
These three students have played 
sports together since childhood and 
continue to offer support to one 
another. This goes to show family 
that plays together, stays together.

  To Lani, sports was always a way 
to keep her physically active. “The 
fact my dad pushes me to practice 

   On Thursday, April 6th, our art 
department will be hosting an art 
show. Student creativity will be put 
on display for the community to see. 
The exhibit will be held on the third 
floor of A-building from 5:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. We encourage everyone 
to show their support for the art stu-
dents. The event is free and every-
one invited to attend and view the 
works of art our students have made.  
   All seven art teachers worked 
hard to have the opportunity to host 
such an event. Everything from 
pencil drawings to canvas paint-
ings to even small sculptures will 
be shown. So remember to bring 
your family to our annual art show! 

Art Showcase
Reported By Sarah Ramos

Girls Varsity 
Soccer Update
Reported By Destiny Avelar
   So far the our girls soccer team 
has played thirteen games with 7 
wins, 3 losses, and 1 tie. The last 
district  game is against, our  ri-
val, Southwest at their field on 
March 14th. The girls are com-
peting for first place in district, 
so let’s go out and support them!

   Stand clear, we have a new friend on 
campus. The VB building welcomes 
animals with open arms and a smile. 
Students in livestock will learn 
about different types of animals, 
their species, the habitats they live 
in, etc.  Recently a student, named  
Azaria Leija, asked Mrs. With-
erell to take care of her cat Pickles.  
When Azaria adopted Pickles from 
the shelter, her brother carried her 
and said, ”She smells like pickles.”  
This is where her name came from.
   “Giving Pickles to Mrs. Witherell 
was a hard thing for me. I wasn’t 
able to keep her anymore so that’s 
why I gave her away. Mrs. Witherell 
had been wanting a class cat for a 
while, so when I discussed my sit-
uation with her, she gladly agreed 
to care for Pickles,” said Azaria.
  When the school year ends, 
the plan for Pickles is for Azaria 
to take her home but said if 
she’s not able to another stu-
dent is more than welcomed to.
   In livestock, they have three an-
imals, a bunny, snake and Pickles. 
The class has projects that involve 
mice and chicks Once these proj-
ects are over, the animals have 
the opportunity to be adopted. 
However if there’s enough ani-
mals left for adoption after the stu-
dents, Mrs. Witherell welcomes 
any student to adopt the animals. 

Furry Friend in 
the VB

Reported By Gabriela Perez

JV Basketball
Reported By Kamalani Lauer

    Our JV girls basketball team is 
ending the season with a record 
of 5-8. They started with 12 play-
ers and ended the season with 15. 
Coach Klem is very proud of them 



for trying their hardest throughout 
the season. They did a great job 
and made a fantastic team. Angeli-
na Coronado was a great defender 
and can easily learn the play, which 
is why she stood out to Klem.  
She started playing at the age of 4 
thanks to her older brother. How-
ever, she wasn't the only one Klem 
would go to when in need. He also 
went to Thelma Tovias because 
she is cool under pressure. He was 
most proud when the girls were 
down by 7 points against South-
west, but came back at the end. The 
team had a great season and did an 
amazing job working together.

All Aboard 
College Station
Reported By Jada Gonzalez

   In the beginning of March, five 
of our fellow female seniors, Jack-
ie Guerra, Jada Gonzalez, Veronica 
Rodriguez, Ashley Garza and Vivi-
an Serna, got to attend a campus trip 
to Texas A&M University at College 
Station. This opportunity consisted 
of two days full of Aggieland! They 
got to meet former students, learn 
more about campus life, and take a 
campus tour of their chosen college. 
   These hardworking girls also got 
to represent our school by participat-
ing in their annual admitted student 
banquet. During the banquet, they 
enjoyed a nice elegant dinner and 
entertainment by former Aggies. I 
asked what their favorite part of the 

trip was and Vivian said, “My favor-
ite part of the trip was visiting the 
liberal arts college and getting one 
on one advising time about my ma-
jor.” Also when asked if all 5 ladies 
would attend College Station this 
fall they all agreed and said, “It is in 
our top two choices when planning 
out our educational path, because 
we all received good financial aid 
packages from A&M and the cam-
pus is beautiful.” Looks like these 
ladies have a lot to look forward to 
and have a hard decision to make 
about their futures, but luckily this 
college trip gave them an insight.

Mariachi
Reported By Evelyn Vidrio

   Our very own mariachi has had 
a very great and productive year. 
On February 18th, Mariachi head-
ed to Southwest High School for 
competition, hoping to accomplish 
Mr. Alex Sanchez’s goal for the 
past few years- qualifying for state. 
This year took a turn when Maria-
chi not only qualified for state, but 
also placed 1st division for the first 
time ever, achieving more than Mr. 
Sanchez’s goal. “It was a very ex-
citing moment and experience. It’s 
something that I, and many others 
have worked very hard for,” Mr. 
Sanchez said. “Being the first time 
qualifying for state was very exhila-
rating for many mariachi students.” 
Hopefully, Mariachi will be able to 
really blow Mr. Sanchez out of the 
water on March 11th, at Southwest 
High School when they compete for 
state. Come out and show some sup-
port for the talented our mariachi! 

   Get ready for the playoffs to start! 
College sports fans always have 
something to look forward to fol-
lowing the end of football. March 
Madness brings tradition and oppor-
tunity to the table. One tradition is 
making predictions for the brackets. 
On February 11th the top 16 seeds 
were released. In order from first to 
last, the teams earning the top ranks 
were: Villanova, Kansas, Baylor, 
Gonzaga, North Carolina, Florida 
State, Louisville, Oregon, Arizona, 
Virginia, Florida, Kentucky, Butler, 
West Virginia, UCLA, and Duke.  
As of February 27th the top teams 
in order of 1-25 were: Kansas, Vil-
lanova, UCLA, Gonzaga, North 
Carolina, Oregon, Arizona, Lou-
isville, Kentucky, West Virginia, 
Baylor, Florida, Butler, SMU, Flor-
ida State, Purdue, Duke, Cincinnati, 
Notre Dame, Saint Mary’s, Wichi-
ta State, Wisconsin, Virginia, Iowa 
State, and Miami. In a coaches poll 
done by USA Today the top teams 
included Kansas, UCLA, Villanova, 
Gonzaga, and North Carolina. De-
fending champions Villanova will 
be looking to defend their title and 
obtain their third national cham-
pionship in the school’s history
   Throughout the our community, 
people are making their predictions 
with the hopes of getting them cor-
rect and receiving bragging rights 
or a reward amongst friends. Al-
yssa Montes predicts Kentucky 
to win the tournament with Ed-
rice “Bam” Adebayo and Malik 
Monk leading the team in scoring. 
Upon seeing the performances of 
Lonzo Ball, Daniel Velazquez is 
excited to see how UCLA does 
in their games. Born, raised, 

March 
Madness

Reported By Ruben Ureno



and graduated from Wisconsin, 
Mr. Olmstead hopes the Wisconsin 
Badgers will advance deep into the 
competition and possibly win. Ms. 
Benavidez made a Final Four pre-
diction consisting of North Caroli-
na, Virginia, Oregon, and UCLA. 
Also making a top four prediction, 
Mr. Sanchez believes UCLA are 
capable of winning with Gonzaga, 
Wisconsin, and Arizona runner-ups. 
Neutral spectators will be watching 
the tournament hoping to see ex-
citing plays and a possible buzzer 
beater after a tight finish last year.

   Spring Break is next week, and 
with that comes “partying” or a 
road trip to the beach, lake or an-
other city. The following are a cou-
ple of alternative and “Stay-Cat-
ion” style activities to do, in case 
you're stuck at home or just ad-
amant about not leaving the city 
and following the “party” scene.
   -Visit the Museum- The McNay 
and The Witte Museum both offer 
free admission on Tuesdays. Both 
The McNay and The Witte offer a 
contemporary environment through 
traditional art installations, guar-
anteeing everyone a pleasant time.
   -Hang out at the Pearl Brew-
ery- The Pearl Brewery area offers 
a variety of attractions, including 
various restaurants, yoga parks, 

Stay-Cation
Reported By Israel Herrera

   Recently, Donald Trump was in-
augurated and has been one of the 
most controversial presidents we 
have had. We decided to run a poll 
to see what the students thought. 
The majority agreed that President 
Trump has been doing question-
able things in the past two months. 
   Some students were asked why 
they chose what they did. A fel-
low student, Jesse Lopez, defend-
ed President Trump and said, “The 
man has barely been in office for 
two months, we as the people have 
not even given him enough of a 
chance to breathe, what he has done 
recently should not be judged so 
harshly just because people don’t 
like him as person.” Another fel-
low student, Javier Berdecia, went 
against Trump and said, “In two 
months he already tried to ban a 
specific group of people from enter-
ing the country. Tell me how is that 
in any way great? Do not get me 
started on his childish tweets, either. 

Opinions on 
Trump

Reported By Asis Canales

He wants to pursue a career in engi-
neering where he can help improve 
the infrastructure of San Antonio. 
He believes that the mathematics 
level he is at now will give him 
an advantage because with engi-
neering comes mathematics.  Ru-
ben was placed in an AP Calculus 
1 class because he is the only Cal-
culus 2 student; he sits by himself 
in the class to focus on his inde-
pendent studies. Ruben is self-in-
structed in Calculus BC. He gets 
his assignments from a textbook 
and challenges himself to complete 
the course with some knowledge 
of an upper level math class; he 
says it is stressful but doable. His 
dream schools consist of Stanford 
University, Palo Alto Universi-
ty-California, Texas A&M-College 
Station, and University of Texas at 
Austin. Ruben has been accepted 
to majority of the universities he 
takes interest in and is now on the 
look out for academic scholarships.

Calculus 2
Reported By Alyssa Montes

   Ruben Ureño is the only student in  
Calculus BC, better known as Cal-
culus 2. He went to school in Cali-
fornia before he transferred to ours. 
Ruben had to adjust to the different 
education level; in California math-
ematics was the main focus of edu-
cation whereas in Texas it is science. 
The learning pace is a lot faster in 
California so he adjusted quickly. 
Freshmen and sophomore year Ru-
ben was involved in an engineer-
ing program called Building Green 
Building Smart. In the program he 
learned about plumbing, drywall, 
carpentry, and electrical work. His 
sophomore year the program began 
to build a mobile home that took 
months to finish. They built it at his 
school where they did the plumbing 
and electrical work. Being involved 
with that program gave Ruben a 
look into the career of engineering. 

“aesthetic” picture opportunities, 
bakeries and a farmers market. 
   -Explore Downtown- Down-
town San Antonio carries a neg-
ative connotation for having ex-
pensive parking and overpriced 
food. But Tuesday nights mean 
free parking from 5PM- 2AM, 
giving you more money to spend 
on food and other attractions.   
   -Catch a free movie, outdoors-  
The Slab Cinema offers free out-
door movies in various locations. 
Bring a blanket, some snacks, 
and a friend and enjoy San An-
tonio's mild evening weath-
er. To check for showings, vis-
it http://www.slabcinema.com. 



Approve Disapprove No Bias

49 133 38

Netflix 101
Reported By Savannah

 Echeverria
   Finally, what we’ve all been 
waiting for- Spring Break. This 
is the week extravagant plans are 
made, but what if your friends de-
cided to bail on you? Now you’re 
just going to be home doing noth-
ing, sulking and wondering what 
you are going to do. You can ei-
ther take some ideas from Israel”s 
“Stay-Cation” or binge watch Net-
flix. There are plenty of shows and 
movies to watch. Here are some:

1. She’s All That 
2. 10 Things I Hate About You 
3. Friends 
4. Grey’s Anatomy
5. Finding Dory 
6. Grease
7. Sausage Party 
8. Orange is The New Black 
9. Sinister 
10. Hush 

The letter stated that,  “the primary 
responsibility of any public school 
system is to provide the very best ed-
ucational opportunities.” After there 
was a sharp decline in enrollment 
in almost every school, the district 
started thinking of the closures. Su-
perintendent, Dr. Abelardo Saave-
dra, said, “South San is only using  
60 percent of available classrooms.” 
The district hired an “independent 
company” that predicted enrollment 
number will only continue to drop. 
   The schools we know and love are 
in the talks of being closed down. 
A decision will be made at the end 
of this month on whether certain 
schools in our district will be “con-
solidated.” A letter was sent out on 
February 9, 2017 about “district 
efficiency” meetings. The letter 
stated that,  “the primary responsi-
bility of any public school system 
is to provide the very best educa-
tional opportunities.” After there 
was a sharp decline in enrollment 
in almost every school, the district 
started thinking of the closures. Su-
perintendent, Dr. Abelardo Saave-
dra, said, “South San is only using 
60 percent of available classrooms.”  

School 
Downsize

Reported By Jackie Ibarra
   The schools we know and love 
are in the talks of being closed 
down. A decision will be made at 
the end of this month on wheth-
er certain schools in our district 
will be “consolidated.” A letter 
was sent out on February 9, 2017 
about “district efficiency” meetings. 

Student art courtesy of Miranda Ambriz.

The district hired an “independent 
company” that predicted enroll-
ment number will only continue 
to drop. This will cost our district 
at least $ 2.2 million each year. 
Although there have been sev-
eral community meetings to dis-
cuss the decrease of enrollment 
and other things, many parents of  
the community are still upset and 
are still trying to get their voices 
heard. Victoria Loera, vice pres-
ident of the Athens Elementary 
Parent Teacher Organization and 
grandmother to an Athens student 
said, “Don’t let them close our 
schools. Don’t overcrowd our kids.” 
Meetings will continue to held 
throughout late March, the next 
meetings are scheduled for:
March 28, 2017 6:15-7:15 @ 
Dwight Middle School 
March 29,2017 6:15-7:15 @ Kazen 
Middle School 
March 30, 2017 6:15-7:15 @ Shep-
ard Middle School 
   Although nothing is finalized, 
Dr. Saavedra believes it is the best 
way to solve the under enrollment 
problem. 

He was basically a funny laugh that 
became cold reality and only now 
are we realizing the consequences.” 

As a school, we are divided. This 
is just a small scale, but can you 
imagine how divided America is?


